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Lead pastor

Bruce
Martin 

(Miriam)

               Bruce and Miriam

Welcome to the life and ministry of Calvary Temple Church.

When it comes to 2020, it is hard to find the words to 
adequately describe all that we faced in this very unusual 
year. Certainly, there were positive things that we embraced 
concerning ministry online in a world of “livestream” 
gatherings and ZOOM™ meetings of every description, 
including Prayer. Another very worthwhile opportunity of 
this time for me personally was calling every individual and 
family in our database, both in the spring and most recently 
in November. It was an amazing experience for me to see 
God‘s hand of love and encouragement so evident as each 
day included wonderful ministry moments. Praise the Lord!

We also faced some very challenging consequences during 
this time. Closing our buildings to “in person” services and 
mid-week traffic was very difficult. This actually happened 
for two protracted periods of time, both in the spring and 
the fall. It was also incredibly difficult to lay off employees 
during this time. Another consequence of COVID was our 
inability to fully honour Pastor H.H. Barber on his passing 
on October 24th.  He lived to be 98 years, 4 months and one 
day.  A life well lived!

As you peruse this year’s unusual financial report, you will see 
that we qualified and participated in receiving both Federal 
and Provincial pandemic financial relief throughout the 
year. This was based on a decline in our income compared 
to our income last year. We have certainly never travelled 
this road before, however, allow me too quickly add, that by 
the end of the year, particularly in the month of December, 
the financial outpouring our church received was amazing. 

I want to say a special thanks to the Board who have led 
so well in these changing times.  I appreciate Executive 
Pastor Jared Clarke who has navigated these challenging 
pandemic times with strength and compassion, and Pastor 
Cher Paulson who has worked alongside us to help in any 
way she can.

I am also so blessed to be working with such incredibly 
committed individuals on our staff. You will recall, that at 
the end of June, we said goodbye to Pastor Phil Hazzard. 
Becky Clarke, with the support of Pastor Jared, is giving 

oversight to our youth and young adults, along with some 
very committed volunteers. 

James Doerksen, Derek Brown and Marlowe Hiebert have 
shown incredible commitment and flexibility, in leading 
change in our online worship experiences. It’s been a joy 
to watch them lead their individual teams in ministry. Jess 
Johnson continues to serve in a part time capacity, leading 
an amazing group of volunteers, providing worship in 
our contemporary gatherings. Our team of volunteers 
providing a traditional worship experience at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings are ministering powerfully. 

Our Deaf Fellowship and Ethnic Ministries continue to thrive 
in this unusual time. I appreciate Pastors Emil and Barbara 
Easter in their pastoral role in the Deaf Fellowship. Pastor 
James Okot continues to give oversight to all of our Ethnic 
Fellowships. Regretfully, because of the ongoing COVID-19 
situation, Betty Campbell, Pastor Bruce Logan and several 
part time custodians remain on layoff. It is certainly our 
intention to bring these individuals back as restrictions are 
lifted. 

Your partnership in the Gospel here at Calvary Temple 
Church is a wonderful source of encouragement. Together, 
let’s keep on keeping on!

In His service, Bruce & Miriam



Calvary Temple Annual Report   3

       Executive Pastor

pastor

Jared
Clarke 
(Becky)

What an interesting year of ministry! 2020 was a unique year 
in our lives and in our ministry at Calvary Temple. COVID-19 
rules and regulations have dominated much of the news and 
conversations of 2020. Changes were made to the church to 
adhere to all of the government requirements. Becky and I 
were devastated when we found out camp was not going to 
happen in 2020. It seemed like we were defeated and yet in 
the midst of that God opened a new door for camp ministry 
to happen in the city. I am certainly looking forward to the 
day that camp comes back to life with the joy and laughter of 
children. However, this past year was a reminder for me that 
God is at work regardless of our circumstances. While ministry 
in 2020 wasn’t in my preferred method, the Good News 
continued to be shared. 

In January I had the incredible privilege of traveling to 
Cambodia to visit with our ministry partners Ian and Tiffanie 
Rowley and get a first hand glimpse of the amazing work 
that they are doing. The mission’s committee has designated 
Cambodia as a “field of burden”, this means that we will be 
looking to be heavily involved in what God is doing there 
in the years ahead. In 2020 we were a part of building a 
community centre as well as sponsoring children through 
ERDO’s Child Care Plus. It is not too late to sponsor a child in 
Cambodia. Please contact me in the office if you would like 
more information about child sponsorship. We were also a 
part of raising funds for their new student center with our 
annual “It’s Not Our Birthday” campaign. 

As my role at the church has continued to evolve I am very 
grateful to serve alongside many talented and faithful 
volunteers in various departments. I am privileged to work 
alongside the board and am truly thankful for the Godly 
wisdom that they provide.  I also appreciate the unseen efforts 
of our accountant, Rob Franks, who works diligently to keep 
our financial house in order. As we enter into 2021 we will 
look towards the restoration of the Argue Building tower. 
Throughout the fall we have been in conversation with The 
Heritage Department and are hopeful that we will be able to 
receive grants from multiple levels of government in 2021 to 
have the roof restored to it’s original cedar shakes. 

Our office team does an incredible job of serving our church. 
COVID-19 has brought various changes to the team with 
temporary layoffs and changes in hours throughout the 
year.  Betty Campbell, Bep Campbell, Zonia Roca and Quinn 
May consistently serve our church with hearts for the Lord.  
Betty has an incredible heart for hospitality, we look forward 
to the resumption of her ministry here at the church post 
Covid.  Bep is an integral part in the day to day operations 
of the church working in the accounting department and as 
the camp registrar.  Zonia has done an excellent job as she 
pivoted this year away from her traditional duties to focus on 
helping various departments in their Covid response.  Quinn 
works as the receptionist and gives administrative support to 
Sunday services. She also manages the churches social media 
presence with excellence. 

In other areas I want to show my appreciation to Evelyn Yeung 
who gives leadership to our library. The ministry has expanded 
over the last few years and is now being used regularly by 
the students of St. Aidan’s Christian School. Merrilyn Hall 
continues to do an amazing job giving leadership to our Wee 
College ministry. In the midst of COVID the team of leaders did 
an exceptional job of pivoting and doing outdoor graduation 
ceremonies for each child. CSB and Guardians continue to 
receive excellent leadership under the care of Gord Banman 
and Darlene Klassen. The work of training up our young 
people in their Bible knowledge and how to be people of 
strong Christian character is so important. We all look forward 
to when we can get back to offering our mid-week programs.

Lastly I would like to acknowledge some of the many 
programs that are led by lay leaders and are a vital part of the 
community of Calvary Temple. These ministries include the 
men and women’s ministries, Connections, Ladies Bible Study, 
Play Groups, and many other special events that happen 
throughout the year. The pandemic has caused each of these 
leaders to pivot and find new ways to connect. I would urge all 
who call Calvary Temple home to continue to reach out and 
get involved in the life of the church. 

Blessings, Jared Clarke 

Betty Campbell

Betty Campbell

Zonia Roca

Zonia Roca

Bep Campbell

Bep Campbell

Quinn May

Quinn May

administration
team
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Glen 
Hiebert

             Properties Manager

I am pleased to be continuing with the Sick and Needy ministry. 
We are working on giving people hope. We aid them by 
helping with social assistance, setting them up with Calvary 
Temple’s Food Bank through Harvest Manitoba and finding 
accommodation and furniture with the help of Hands of Hope. 
We are also working with people that need help overcoming 
addictions by referring them to different places around the city 
where they can get the assistance they need. 
It has been a very challenging year with COVID-19 hitting our 
city, but with God’s grace we have stayed focussed.  I would 
like to thank the ones that have kept the funds for the Sick and 
Needy ministry going, as it’s been a very difficult year.  With so 
many people struggling, we see the church family and outside 
supporters for this ministry going above and beyond.
Special thanks to my shift supervisor Armando Aswit. He blesses 
us with everything he does around the church, going above 
and beyond in all areas. He is a great leader and a great prayer 
warrior, always happy, ready to lend a hand.
Thanks to Harvey and Carol Unraw for their dedication with 
volunteering.  They are a true blessing. Harvey spends countless 
hours volunteering in many different areas. He helps with 
repairing walls and painting around the church. Harvey and 
Carol bring fun and laughter to everything they do. I appreciate 
their dedication.
I’d like to thank Duncalfe Mechanical for all their help with our 
plumbing concerns.  And a special thanks to them for their 
input in doing the sanctuary washrooms.
Also a special thanks to the Tully’s for doing such a beautiful job 
on the flowerbeds in front of the Argue building.
It’s a pleasure to team up with St. Aidan’s Christian School. The 
staff and students make the third floor a very busy place to be 
throughout the week. It has been very challenging through 
2020 but we are marching forward and claiming that the Lord 
is good.
I would like to thank Ken Hiebert for his knowledge and help 
throughout this past year.  I would also like to thank him 
for helping during the huge undertaking of the Sanctuary 
washrooms.  Special thanks to his lovely wife Lois for allowing 
him to be free to help with that.
It is such a blessing to work with the Pastoral staff and that we 
work as a team with the same vision, to serve Jesus our Saviour.
A big thanks to our spouses for their prayers and support 
through 2020. I’m excited to see 2020 go and see what 2021 has 
in store for the church. Thank you also to all our  “prayer warriors” 

behind the scenes.
The year 2020 has been very challenging in regards to keeping 
the building COVID-free.  We praise the Lord for protecting the 
people that have come and gone through the building.  We give 
Him all the glory and praise.
Finally, I’d like to thank my caretaker team. They are a blessing 
and they love to serve people. This is a God sent team. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank you for serving the Lord.  We continue 
praying that we will be able to call back our part-time staff when 
COVID is in the rearview mirror.
Blessings, Glen Hiebert

                     part-ti

m
e

                 Mario Laure
ta

             Armando Aswit

             Armando Aswit

           Greg Hermosura

           Greg Hermosura
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  Henry Roxas
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             Discipleship Pastor

pastor

Cher
Paulson

Alpha
We also started Alpha normally at the end of January.  We were prepared for Graduation on 
March 22nd.  We had over 100 people registered to attend that Graduation.  Unfortunately, we 
were shut down for what we thought was going to be “a few weeks” and it ended up going on 
and on and I was faced with a choice heading into the Easter Season.  What will we do about 
Alpha?  Alpha Canada sent out information on how to do Alpha Online.  I have to be honest, 
I did not think it would work.  I was so nervous but trusted God and took the leap of faith to 
offer Alpha over ZOOM™.  I am so thankful to Jim & Susan Wolfe and Gary & Melita O’Neill who 
took the plunge with me and trusted the Holy Spirit to help us learn how to do this.  Well, to my 
surprise, it went very well and on June 25th we were able to hold an in-person Graduation of 
50 people for the graduates from both the in-person Alpha and those who took Alpha online.  
It was so awesome to hear the testimonies of those who shared how Jesus had changed their 
lives.

In September, Murray & Myrna Thompson were able to host a small Alpha in their home.  Thank 
you to them for their leadership and faithfulness.  We also hosted Alpha online once again in 
October.  This time there were no gatherings allowed so even Graduation was over ZOOM™.  I 
thank God for His provision of technology and the ability for ministry to still happen right in 
people’s homes.  What a wonderful experience!!

Calvary Temple Food Bank
We started the year with offering our Foodbank in a grocery store style 
with ministry happening through movies, baked goods and Alpha.  When 
the world changed on March 13th so did the foodbank.  I am so thankful 
to the team of volunteers I work with.  Their flexibility to change our entire 
operation on the fly is very admirable.  Unfortunately, because of needing 
to serve people directly from outside and the room we have to social 
distance, half of our team have had to take a leave from volunteering 
and we are working with about 8 volunteers on a weekly basis.  Harvest 
Manitoba (formerly Winnipeg Harvest) has changed from serving families 
every 2 weeks to every 4 weeks.  This has also been quite the adjustment.  
Again, thanks to my team who have all done an amazing job of fielding this 
pandemic and keeping the Foodbank going!

I’m sure you will be used to reading about the incredible changes that everyone has 
faced in 2020.  For me, the year started off normally and included a trip to Israel that I 
was gifted in February.  I am so blessed to have gone on that trip before COVID hit here 
in Winnipeg.  From March on, ministry became “figuring out how to still do things”.

In January we hosted the largest membership class in my time here with over 70 
people in attendance and over 35 of them becoming official members of Calvary 
Temple Church.  That was very exciting!

 In February we collected cans of formula for Winnipeg Harvest (now Harvest Manitoba).  
This year it worked out to keep them here and give them out at the Foodbank and 
alleviate Harvest from having to send formula for a few months.
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Adult Growth & Small Groups

Thank you to Cely Tiburcio who has helped me lead Adult Growth over ZOOM™.  We continue to connect and grow in 
discipleship with those who want to.  

Thanks to all our Small Group Leaders who have also learned to roll with the punches this year and have adapted their 
groups as the gathering sizes fluctuated all year long and some who moved to ZOOM™ when it was impossible to meet in 
person and others who have kept connected and caring for their group in any way the Lord leads them.

I want to mention that Right Now Media has been vital to both of these ministries and I’m so thankful that the Church 
sponsored memberships for everyone this year.  It has been easy to share screens over ZOOM™ and get curriculum to the 
groups in that way.

Nursery Ministry
The nursery ran normally for January and February under the leadership of Meagan Klassen.  This has been something we 
have been unable to reopen during the pandemic.  I do want to say congratulations to Meagan and Paul who welcomed 
their second daughter in September.

Now personally, what a year it has been!!  I’m so thankful for the time to slow down and hear from the Lord in special ways.  
I also had my fill of home-schooling while working full-time – that was interesting.  I’ve had fun watching our kids adapt 
to their circumstances so well.  They learned how to throw a great “drive-by birthday party”.  They absolutely LOVE Big City 
Avenue Online and as a mom I am so grateful to Pastor Marlowe, Mrs. Carol and that whole team!!  It warms my heart to 
watch my kids be cared for by their Pastor.  One of my favourite memories of 2020 was when Pastor Marlowe and his family 
came and dropped off food, activities and treats to us while we were isolating with COVID in November.  Hurley and Roxy 
were so thankful to their Pastor!!  I also want to thank Merrilyn Hall and the Wee College teachers for making Wee College 
Graduation special for Roxy in June and to Keith Hall and the CSB leaders for making a special memory for Hurley when 
he was presented with a trophy in October.  It has been amazing to see all the creative ideas that have come out of this 
pandemic.  God is up to something amazing!!!  Thanks for celebrating all these things with me.

Thank you for the privilege of serving here.

Blessings, Cher
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        Creative, Child and Family Pasto
r

pastor

Marlowe
Hiebert 
(Carol)

“Hang on, the ride is going to be a bit bumpy.”  You might expect 
to hear such an announcement in an airplane when the pilot is 
warning of expected turbulence ahead, or perhaps when your 
white-water rafting guide is giving you last minute instructions 
before hitting the river. Thinking back, perhaps a similar warning 
should have been offered on December 31, 2019 as the calendar 
turned with some fanfare to the start of 2020. Well, with God’s 
grace, and with the support of so many in our beloved CT church 
community we made it through, albeit, with a few bumps and 
bruises along the way. Challenges aside, there have been many 
wonderful moments of ministry to celebrate and as always there 
is so much for which we thank and praise God. Here are just a few 
of the highlights.

KIDS MINISTRY
We are blessed to report that Sunday worship services for children didn’t miss a beat in 2020!! Praise the 
Lord!! January and February services started the year off in our usual format and with the help of our 
full team. As the initial pandemic shutdown restricted our ability to offer in-person worship, we moved 
seamlessly to providing an interactive dynamic Livestream service on Facebook and YouTube platforms. 

Producing the weekly livestream required transforming the Hiebert house into 
a video production studio for a good part of the year. This involved a quick and 
intensive technology learning curve, extensive use of puppets, green screens, 
lighting, cameras, and home internet technology upgrades. The excellent 
production team of Carol, Cassidy and I worked together for several months 

We are also grateful for the BCA team who provided weekly pre-recorded video segments from their homes. Thank you 
to Ella-Rayne Aguilar, Ken Alder, Rachel Alder, Carl Camagay, Nathaniel Cook, Rachel Cunningham, Mathew Dueck, Ashley 
Dueck, Laura Marrast, Ibrahim Mika, Cheryl Morrow, Cindy Reimer, Dany Roca, Dyna Sanderson, Jayson Stoffman and Julie 
Unrau. Well-done everyone!

SUMMER TEAM:
With thanks to Canada Summer Jobs and Manitoba Green Team funding we were able to employ a summer ministry team 
to carry on ministry in the summer months. Cassidy, Carl, Ella, Ashley, Ben, Julie, Dyna and Nathaniel made an enormous 
contribution producing music videos, skits, object lessons, Bible teaching, and producing the summer live-streams.
The team also hosted activities at the church for children in the parking lots as well as at Central Park field and splash-pad. 
They also visited some community recreation centres and provided ministry in the park for the children there. A particular 
highlight saw the team visit the Gilbert Park neighborhood for an afternoon of outreach games, giving out frozen treats, and 
a Bible lesson in our tent. We were able to let them know of God’s great love for each one of them, give them an opportunity 
to respond and to receive Jesus.

Children, their parents, and many of our team members were able to gather around their computers and devices to learn and 
worship together during the year. Viewers were able to interact with the event via live comments, prayer times, viewer videos 
and KAHOOT™ review games. We even connected with kids and families via snail-mail. Kids LOVE getting mail.

Toby and Gracie, our BCA Mascots, enjoyed visiting to encourage and to celebrate a few birthdays with 
some of the Big City kids at their homes. These were very memorable moments to reconnect with some 
of the children. We only wish we were able to visit even more homes.

from our basement and living room to pre-record segments and to broadcast the live service. 
Big thanks to both Carol and Cassidy for their enormous contributions, without whom none of 
this was even remotely possible. 



We would like to thank God and the Calvary Temple community for all of the love and support throughout a year of challenge, 
change and growth.  We invite you to continue to follow our weekly ministry happenings of Big City Avenue, One Way Street, 
and GodZone on our Facebook, YouTube and Instagram pages.

Marlowe Hiebert

We were also able to host two family events in the summer at Assiniboine and Kildonan Parks. These two great evenings 
provided outdoor opportunities for families to reconnect in safety amidst the prevailing restrictions. Both events were well 
attended and a real sense of community was experienced. We truly do need one another.

We were so excited to be able to resume in-person gatherings in September and October and to see 
many children join for worship at the church. To facilitate this, we provided a stream-lined kids-only 
entrance and exit, socially distanced seating, weekly sanitation of the spaces, a contactless check-in 
& out process, and wearing masks with frequent hand washing and sanitizing. Everyone cooperated 
well and we were able to maintain a safe worship experience for those who came out. Understandably, 
some families chose to remain at home and continued to tune in via the livestream. We are thankful 

for an emerging team of young technical helpers who were able to begin learning and contributing under Dany Roca’s 
leadership in the fall. We appreciate Kenna, Sirna, and Lagloire joining in and we look forward to their return as restrictions are 
eased. We are also so appreciative to Leona Scwarzhoff for stepping up to provide excellent leadership to our One-Way Street 
pre-school ministry amid the stops and starts of an unconventional year.
During the Christmas season we were pleased to host an online virtual Christmas Cookie Decorating Party. A huge THANK-YOU 
to Precious Philips for her donation of the cookie kits. They were a real gift to the families and provided a wonderful opportunity 
to connect with kids and their parents online. As we gathered online, we enjoyed Christmas music and participated in the fun 
and creativity of the kids as they crafted their cookie creations.

FAREWELLS:
We bid a teary farewell to Alejandra Fernandez this spring after many years of 
outstanding commitment and leadership to our preschool ministry and supporting 
our kid’s ministry in so many ways for many years. Her warm and loving presence 
was felt by all who were privileged to work alongside her. We pray God’s blessing 
will follow her as she continues to minister in her new church home. We also want 
to thank Duaine and Irene Hart for their many years of dedicated and exemplary 
ministry to children through many iterations, patiently enduring the many whims 
of Christian Education Directors and Children’s Pastors over the years. The impact of 
their ministry will be felt for generations to come.

GODZONE
In February, we resumed our GodZone kids (Li’L K, KidZone & YouthZone) ministry. After only a few weeks we were forced to 
suspend our bussing ministry due to the Covid-19 restrictions. The KidZone kids had begun a series on the Parables of Jesus 
and were just beginning a project growing seedlings. Sadly, we were unable to see the seedlings mature and the Parables 
series to completion.
It was good to see some of our GodZone kids at the Gilbert Park outreach event hosted by the BCA summer team and to be 
able to reconnect with them there. The BCA summer team reached out via telephone to many GodZone families during the 
summer to invite them to church and community events, and to pray with them and encourage them.
December was marked by a wonderful expression of the love of God from Calvary Temple toward our GodZone families. 
Christmas Hampers were provided to more than 60 families, including almost 200 children. I want to recognize and thank 
Jared and Becky Clarke, Zonia Roca, Mathew Dueck, Sharilyn Daher, and Anna Morgante who each contributed significantly 
to planning, organizing, shopping, packing, and strategizing the delivery of the generous gifts from the Calvary Temple family. 
They were all personally delivered by GodZone volunteer families. The hampers were very welcome by our GodZone families 
and many notes and expressions of appreciation were received.

COUNSELING MINISTRY
2020 saw people continuing to seek help and hope here at Calvary Temple for mental health and spiritual challenges. Making 
use of ZOOM™ and telephone counselling, I continued to meet with people, to offer help and encouragement. Marriage 
preparation counseling using the SYMBIS™ method was also useful and was provided effectively online. As always, we give 
glory to God for the healing and help He brings to families and to individual lives. I formally graduated in December 2020 
from Providence Seminary’s Counseling Program and look forward to further applying my M.A. in Counselling to better help 
individuals and families in our church and in the broader community.
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WORSHIP ARTS
Reflecting on this past year, the theme of unity has  
stood out to me and has been demonstrated within our 
Worship Arts teams. With changing gathering regulations, 
additional COVID-19 protocols, and isolation requirements, 
our team has taken on new roles, learned new skills, and 
stayed late often to make sure everything was ready and 
excellent for online church.  We are truly blessed to have a 
team that sees the importance of the work they are doing 
for the kingdom.

Beginning in December 2019, we saw the addition of 
Dan Raposo to provide musical direction at our Thursday 
worship team practices.  With his guidance, we were also 
able to grow our volunteer team by 10 people. 

Jess Johnson joined our staff on a part-time basis to lead 
our music teams. Jess looks after scheduling of musicians, 
preparing and arranging music, leading in worship on 
Sundays, and has assisted in some additional projects. Jess 
has been a welcome addition to our team! 

In June, we were very excited to have our first virtual choir 
opportunity. Choir members were able to send in video 
recordings of themselves singing “O Canada” to be used for 
our Canada day service. We’re looking forward to providing 
more virtual opportunities for our choir alongside our 
directors Marion Hart and Linda Mandziuk. 

              Technical DirectorJAMES
DOERKSEN

In our technical area, a 
phrase that has stuck 
with me throughout this 
year is “Love People, Use 
Technology.”  Our team 
has worked creatively to 
connect meaningfully 
with Calvary Temple and 
our community in new 
ways throughout the 
pandemic, creating an 
online experience that is 
engaging is challenging, 
but doable. Our volunteer 
teams have learned new 
principles of lighting, 
audio, social media and 
video for online church. 

Alongside our media producer Derek Brown, and with 
the addition of some new equipment, training, and much 
practice, we have helped enhance our online church by 
having a richer sound, smooth and crisp video, and creating 
a dedicated space for our pastors to speak directly to our 
online church family. 



Our online church has grown steadily and we’ve received 
many positive comments from longtime members of 
Calvary Temple and also new viewers from across Canada 
and the globe. Beginning on March 15th, we began with 
hosting our contemporary service online on Facebook 
and YouTube. Our Wednesday night Bible Study has also 
transitioned online, along with many of our ministries. Live 
from the Martin’s living room with music and a word, we 
have seen the Bible study grow and reach people from all 
over Canada. 

As we headed into the summer, and restrictions loosened, 
we held our 9 a.m. traditional service in-person until the fall. 
We even had the power go out one morning and moved 
our service outside to the back parking lot.   On September 
13th, we resumed our contemporary service in-person at 
reduced capacity and started live-streaming our traditional 
service online.  In late October,  Pastor Martin had to isolate 
due to a possible exposure, so we set him up on ZOOM™ to 
preach live from home. God’s timing was working, as they 
had just upgraded to Fibre internet. 

Now, we are livestreaming our traditional and contemporary 
services on Sunday mornings, followed by Pastor Marlowe’s 
Big City Avenue kids’ service at 11:30 a.m. Every Sunday, we 
are thrilled to chat with you, our church family, online on 
Facebook and YouTube. We have been able to connect with 
people all around the world, from saying “Happy Sunday” 
and “Good morning” to everyone online to praying with 

people over private message and celebrating praise reports 
in the live chat. We are truly taking the Gospel outside our 
walls and to the world. 

As our whole citywide church community worked to find 
new ways to connect with their congregations, we were 
very honoured to assist as we could. In April, we hosted 
Bread We Break, a citywide young adults worship event, 
to record their virtual event in our sanctuary. With our 
assistance, they were able to reach thousands of young 
adults, both regular attendees and newcomers. I have also 
been able to provide assistance and consult on technical 
issues, stage setup, and how to livestream services for 
nearly a dozen churches in our PAOC district. 

I am truly blessed to be a part of a church that values and 
encourages the gifts, creativity and talents of staff and 
volunteers. I am encouraged by the numerous stories of 
people being ministered to through our team’s faithfulness. 
I look forward to 2021 and the strides we will make in 
furthering our reach with the Gospel.

James Doerksen

Jess Johnson working on restoring a piano for use on Sundays.
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           Ethnic Ministries Pastor

pastor

James
Okot

The year 2020 has been filled with incredible challenges and at the same time filled with tremendous opportunities for 
sharing the Gospel. Many people opened their hearts to receive Jesus as their personal Savior and Lord. Believers were 
strengthen in their faith and are determined to live for Jesus more than ever before.

I could proclaim what Apostle Paul said in Romans 8:28 (NIV) “And we know that in all things, God works for the good of 
those who love Him, who have been call according to His purpose.” God is immutable. He is in the business of bringing out 
of the mess, something beautiful for our good.

FILIPINO FELLOWSHIP
Under the guidance and able leadership of Greg Hermosura and the team, when the lockdown was first imposed on us, 
they quickly adopted digital technology to preach the Gospel and conduct Bible study. They resorted to using their phones 
to reach out to those who were lonely to connect with them along with providing counselling and praying for people who 
were heart broken. The able members provided food to their community, especially to students. It was amazing, though 
they were keeping social distance they were able to celebrate Christmas.

FRENCH FELLOWSHIP
Like the Filipino fellowship, the young generation in this fellowship quickly 
introduced us to Facebook and YouTube, teaching us how to use it to preach every 
Sunday.  It was stretching for many of the older generation who initially were 
reluctant to deviate from tradition. However, to God be the glory, we were able 
to employ technology and expand our potential to reach our own congregation 
and others. We started to hear reports from French speaking people in the Congo, 
France, Australia, and Canada. They were calling and telling us how much they were 
blessed. When we thought the pandemic limited our ability to reach people with 
the Gospel, God did amazing things. Now we are reaching people we never dreamt 
possible. 

In August when the government of Manitoba permitted limited sized gatherings, the youth of this fellowship had a 
heartwarming concert at Logan Hotel. Many made the decision to follow Christ. Among other things the fellowship has 
been doing prayer online and Mika and Magy have been involved in distributing some food items to the kids.



PORTUGUESE FELLOWSHIP
Virginia Ribeiro and her team were able to provide services 
every Sunday to their members. Given the fact that the 
majority of the members are senior, it took some time 
for them to adjust, but the younger members were able 
to assist the seniors to get connected on Facebook and 
YouTube. What a changing world!

They do their prayer meeting and Bible study using ZOOM™ 
and utilize phones for checking in on one another. They 
hope to keep on using these tools even when restrictions 
are lifted.

WEST INDIES FELLOWSHIP
This fellowship is mainly maintained by David Rose and a 
few leaders around him. COVID-19 made their fellowship 
mostly run from David Rose’s house with a few individuals 
who love the Lord so much.  With the pandemic few 
activities took place, except for the leaders who were using 
the phone to keep in touch with each other and pray for 
one another. They were able to encourage those who lost 
their loved ones in their moment of grief.

AFRICAN FELLOWSHIP
I’m so thankful to the Lord for His faithfulness. In January 
Grace and I had the opportunity to visit her sick mother 
who had turned 96 years old. Her mother consistently 
asked me to see her daughter before she was called home 
in Glory.  It was a bitter-sweet visit. The bitter part was that 
my passport was stolen and some personal documents of 
my wife. The sweeter part was that we were able to have 
fellowship at my mother-in-law’s house daily.  I was able to 
share the message of hope in that war-savaged land. I had 
the opportunity to visit and preach in the church where 
Calvary Temple provided funds for the roof and windows. 
They were full of gratitude. They told me to thank Calvary 
Temple. They said no rain can stop them during their 
worship time anymore. They are still believing for  funds to 
plaster the wall and floor.

My former church invited me to preach as well. The 

reception was wonderful. Some of the congregation who 
were kids when we left were now married and having 
children of their own. Time flies so fast.

As I mentioned earlier, 2020 brought a lot of challenges. 
Our children’s home did not only face the challenge of the 
pandemic but locusts ate all of their crops, and left them 
in a dilemma, having no food security for the kids for the 
whole year. We are grateful to Calvary Temple for providing 
funds to feed these kids. We are also indebted to “Faith to 
Live By” and individuals for providing the funds to buy the 
two tents, masks and hygiene products. We still don’t have 
the beds for 115 girls and 100 boys. We need mosquito net 
bed covers and a rice cleaning machine.  We are trusting 
God to provide for all of these needs.

With our ministry now from home we were compelled 
to use Facebook and YouTube to share the Word of God. 
The pandemic came with challenges but also blessings. 
Suddenly we became innovative to use the tools we have 
ignored for a long time. I’m glad to let you know that from 
our living room we continue to share the Word of God in 
Africa and the rest of the world.

We were able to hold one wedding, with six others being 
postponed.  We were involved in conducting six funerals 
connected to our Winnipeg congregation. In other parts of 
the world, Dr. Kabutu, the father of Mika Kabutu, Grace’s 
step-mother and our dear mama Hawa also went home 
to be with the Lord.  It’s been difficult for these families to 
grieve from far away. 

Lets keep our eyes focussed on the goal... Jesus!

Blessings, James Okot
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                 Camp Director and 

Becky
Clarke
(Jared)

IMPACT YOUTH MINISTRIES
As we said goodbye to Pastor Phil in June, we had an 
incredible opportunity to reflect on God’s faithfulness in 
Youth Ministry during his time here at CT.  While facing 
many challenges and unforeseen circumstances COVID 
brought to Youth Ministry in 2020, Pastor Phil used his 
creativity and team to continue youth ministry.  In March 
youth moved to an online format, with live streaming 
services and Bible studies.  

Armando Montes did a wonderful job during the summer 
months as the CT Youth Intern. Finding ways to safely 
connect students in fellowship and spiritual growth. 
Armando organized 2 weekly events; a Bible study night 
on Wednesdays and an outdoor fellowship opportunity 
on Saturdays.  Many students took part in these programs 
over the summer.

In September we were fortunate to start a new season of 
IMPACT Youth on Friday Nights.  To adhere to the provincial 
requirements for group gatherings, the decision was made 
to split into two different groups; Junior High (Grade 6-8) 
and Senior High (Grades 9-12).  This has allowed us to teach 
specifically to the ages of the students and has resulted 
in growth in our Jr. High numbers.  This has also given an 
opportunity for a new Jr. High Youth Leadership team. 
Mathew Dueck along with some experienced leaders have 
worked alongside recent high school graduates to serve as 
Jr. High Leaders.  If there is one thing that I enjoy seeing in 
ministry it is watching new leaders develop and share their 
faith with others. 

As restrictions changed in November we moved to Online 
ZOOM™ Youth.  This new format brought Senior High 
students and Junior High students together for part of the 
evening but still allows us to break out into small groups for 
age appropriate discussions and prayer.  These breakout 
sessions are the highlight for me on Friday nights as it has 
given leaders the opportunity to facilitate meaningful 
conversation. Leaders hear from students about what is 

happening in their lives and gives students an opportunity 
to pray about needs in their lives. Though 2020 brought 
unforeseen challenges we have seen God move in Youth 
Ministry at Calvary Temple. 

I am truly grateful for this time in Youth Ministry.  Watching 
students grow in their faith, share their faith and use their 
faith to face the world has been an encouragement to 
me. Thank you to the students, Youth Leaders, Volunteers, 
parents and CT Staff for an amazing year in 2020.

CALVARY TEMPLE CAMP
2020 started off with excitement at camp, retreat bookings 
were filling our calendar, and our own camp ministry 
opportunities were expanding. Before the limitations of 
COVID-19 we were thankful to have the opportunity to host 
a few outside retreats and were able to host two weekends 
of Winter Camp for our campers.  More than 40 campers 
over 2 weekends enjoyed the outdoors with skating, ice 
fishing, snowshoeing, fort building, and tobogganing 
while taking part in Bible lessons and chapel services. 

After the shut downs of COVID-19,  we shifted to adapt 
our ministry plans for the summer.  Knowing God would 
make a way for us to minister to children and youth over 
the summer months, we were blessed with generous 
provincial and federal grants to hire students.  With these 
grants we were able to hire two teams of students over the 
summer.

The first team was on site at camp, working on site to 
maintain the facilities, work on small improvement 
projects, and ensure that camp would be ready to reopen 
in the future.   Cabins 3-6 had new flooring laid and walls 
painted. Glen Hiebert was also a blessing as he led a small 
team in repairing the north wall of the chapel.

In the city we had a team of 12 students under the 
leadership of Kayla Yakielashek. The goal was to connect in 
communities around the city and bring children and youth 

                 Interim Youth Pastor



safe and engaging activities while showing and teaching them the love of Christ.  We looked for needs and allowed God to 
lead us in the City.

For this team programs included:

- Monday Night Kids Programs at the Church.

- Weekly Pop Up Camps at UGM and Manitoba Housing Complexes.

- Park Outreach

- Post Cards to campers

- Sunday Ministry

Through these programs we saw hundreds of children and their families and handed out over 350 activity kits, as well as 
hundreds of pre-packaged snacks, water bottles and juice boxes.  The highlight for me personally during this time was our 
Pop Up Camps.  We set up at different locations, started the bubble machine and watched as local children would come and 
join in our programs.  At one specific location we saw over 30 children each time we visited, we were able to not just show 
them God’s love but we were able to build real relationships with these families over the summer.  I look forward to the day 
when we can go and invite them all to Camp.

I would like to thank our committed team of staff and volunteers for their hard work.  This ministry is not possible without 
them! As we look forward to another summer we ask for your prayers as we navigate the unknowns.  We are confident and 
know that God will continue to use Calvary Temple Camp to impact the lives of others.

Becky Clarke
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God has been faithful to our Deaf Fellowship in 2020. Emil 
and I are in our 10th year of ministry with Calvary Temple 
Church. We want to thank all the Deaf Fellowship members 
and attendees for your volunteering, time, talent, energy, 
and finances given to the Deaf Fellowship Ministry. We are 
blessed to have so many talented people helping in different 
areas during the COVID-19 pandemic.

             Deaf Fellowship Pastors

pastors

Barbara & 
Emil

Easter

Believers Water Baptism – 
Pastor Barbara baptized Felix 
Geslani and Sean Dusko on  
February 2, 2020.

Our Annual Family Winter Retreat was held at Red Rock Bible 
Camp. Our Speaker was Renca Dunn from Iowa, U.S.A. 

On March 13, 2021 - Due to COVID we had to suspend our 
in-person services and instead began to  post pre-recorded 
videos on our Facebook page, “Calvary Temple Deaf 
Fellowship” for Deaf Fellowship church services which are on 
every Sunday.  Also, on Wednesdays we have an online Adult 
Bible Study.
Our Deaf Fellowship have programs called “Christian Women 
Fellowship” and “Christian Men Fellowship” which take place 
one Friday a month on ZOOM™.

On Sunday, September 13th, we were able to come back 
to in-person services which we also live-streamed on our 
Facebook page.  Thank you for your patience as these 
were challenging times while we learned together how to 
follow COVID regulations and social distancing as we met 
together.

The Deaf Fellowship Service 
entrance at the front doors of 
the Argue Building.

The Calvary Temple Church 
Family are grieving the loss of 
Pastor H.H. Barber who went 
home to Glory in October 2020.  
Pastor Barber had served here at 
Calvary Temple as Senior Pastor 
from 1953-1997. Our prayers are 
with the entire Barber family.  
We remember that he was our 
pastor and he was good to deaf 
people!! We are so thankful that 
he was able to give deaf people 
a chance to have Deaf Fellowship 
Ministry through Pastor Rose 
Plett!

Our Deaf Fellowship enjoyed a beautiful worship song  
called “The Blessing”, sung by people who 
use Sign Language around the  world. This 
video really was a blessing to our community.   
https://youtu.be/Teiz1l_l6D8

Emil and I prepare new sermon videos and post them on 
our Facebook page for Deaf Fellowship Church Services, 
each Sunday.

Thank you Calvary Temple Church for your continued 
support and prayer for this ministry.

Blessings,  Barbara and Emil

THE DEAF COMMUNITY HONOURS  
PASTOR BARBER



Calvary Temple Annual Report   16

Derek 
Brown

                  Media Ministries

There’s no doubt, 2020 has been an unprecedented 
year filled with changes and challenges but it has also 
generated brighter realities of innovation to reach our 
community in sharing God’s grace and love.

This is the year that we have shifted our focus from 
a weekly 30 minute TV broadcast, transitioning to 
producing two, full online live Sunday morning 
worship experiences for both our Traditional and 
Contemporary services.

With the aid of some new equipment we have enhanced 
the presentation of our worship music and the ability 
to produce some mini stories highlighting what God 
has been doing and continues to do throughout our 
church family. We’ve started a new series presenting 
different ministries around the church that can be seen 
once a month on our livestream.      

Special thanks to James Doerksen who is doing 
excellent work as our Technical Director.   

Not only has media been playing a significant part in 
how we reach the next generation, but it has been the 
churches lifeline during the pandemic.

Thank you Calvary Temple Church for your continued 
support and prayer for this ministry!

A huge thank you to all our talented volunteers who 
are committed to giving their time and craft to our 
ministry program.

God bless, Derek Brown

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever.”      Hebrews 13:8 (NIV)

SPREAD THE MESSAGE FAR AND WIDE


	Bruce Martin
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